Religion is of life, and the life of religion is to do what is good
(Doctrine of Life 8)

The New Church is an international organization of people striving to improve
their conscious relationship with the Lord, Jesus Christ, the one God who rules
heaven and earth.

We extend a warm welcome to everyone, and invite you to take what you like
and return it freely. We use the Bible and the Heavenly Doctrine revealed by
the Lord and published by Emanuel Swedenborg to guide us in our lives,
especially in our relationships. We freely share our love and understanding
with each other, and try to give one another support in our spiritual journeys.

Our pastor is Rev. Garry Walsh. Garry grew up in the Hurstville congregation
and is pleased that together with his wife and children, he is able to serve this
group as their pastor. He is available on call to help people work through any
of the life issues that affect their relationship with themselves, their neighbours
and their Lord.

Worship Services are held each Sunday at 10:00 AM. Sunday School for
children ages 0-14 runs concurrently with the Sunday Worship service. In
summer there is child minding during the services.

Young People’s Group is held every second week.

Doctrinal Classes are held on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month (summer
excepted) beginning at 7 30 pm. Tea and social precede the class on the first
Friday each month at 7.00 pm..

Discussion classes on fundamental New Church teachings are held on
Wednesdays at 9 30 am.

The Swedenborg Bookroom, at 22 Dudley Street, Penshurst, contains books
by and about Emanuel Swedenborg for sale or loan. It is open by appointment.

Our Address is 22-24 Dudley St., off Hillcrest Ave. in Penshurst
Tel (02) 9580-1589. Fax (02) 9570-8447
Email: newchurch@optusnet.com.au

http://www.newchurch.org.au/hurstville
Call or come at anytime.
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Images of the Lord’s Second Coming

One of the central ideas upon which the New Church is founded is the
idea that the Second Coming of the Lord has already occurred. This Second
Coming was obviously not accompanied by the type of apocalyptic natural
scenes that many people in the broader Christian community expect.
Instead, we understand that while there were indeed significant and history
changing events that took place in the spiritual world at that time, here in
this natural world there was barely even a whisper. This lack of natural
noise surrounding the Lord’s Second Coming was due to the fact that the
Second Coming would not be accompanied by great natural signs that
would force people to believe and therefore modify their ways. Instead, it
was to come in the form of ideas that people could grow to believe without
pressure and at their own pace. These ideas, with the Lord’s intimate
guidance and inspiration, flowed through the pen of Emanuel Swedenborg



and found their way into the theological books we call the Heavenly
Doctrine for the New Church, or more often simply the Writings.

Swedenborg reports that these books would come into view in the
spiritual world as they were being produced in writing here in this world.
When the short work titled, Brief Exposition was being published,
Swedenborg reported that “the angelic heaven from the east to the west, and
from the south to the north, appeared of a deep scarlet colour with the most
beautiful flowers.” He also reported that inside each spiritual world copy of
this book appeared the words, “The Lord's Advent.” And so at the Lord’s
command, while still in Holland after the books’ publication, Swedenborg
also personally wrote in two copies the Latin words, “This book is the
Advent of the Lord,” and also, “Written by command.”

Because the Second Coming of the Lord is in the form of written ideas,
we can say that in many respects it is more than a one time event. Instead,
many people have suggested that it is something that happens continually,
touching individuals one at a time as they experience the truths of the
Writings and come into a personal conviction that the theology there is God-
given and true.

It is with this conviction of the Divine truth of the Writings and the
unveiling of the inner meaning of the Divine Scriptures that is found there,
that we look again at the signs and wonders seen by the Apostle John on the
Isle of Patmos and detailed in the book of Revelation. Among these signs is
the powerful image of the Rider on the white horse. It is an enduring image
of power and Divine authority. We find it in the 19" chapter of Revelation
and it is beautifully unveiled by the Rev. Kurt Ho. Asplundh in the sermon
which follows:

"Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and
makes war. '’His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many
crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. ">He was
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of
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Angela Allen is a young lady from Bryn Athyn who is arriving on Saturday
28" May and will be staying at the home of Mike and Kerry Lockhart.
She will be staying through to the 100™ Anniversary celebrations and
providing assistance to the society. We extend a warm welcome to her.

100™ Anniversary Celebrations

Bishop Tom Kline and his wife Nina will be arriving on Saturday 9" July
and staying through to Monday 18" July. The week long program is:

e Monday 11" July 7.30 pm  Official Opening (Foundation Day)
 Friday 15" July 7.30 pm Bishop Tom Kline “What the New
Church Believes”

Open Day (Displays, Food, Activities)
Bishop Tom Kline — Worship followed
by luncheon.

 Saturday 16" July
 Sunday 17" July

You should have received an invitation to the weeklong series of events but
if somehow you have been overlooked please let us know. Extra invitations
are available on request to hand to friends and acquaintances (please ask
Rev Garry Walsh). A feature is to be added to the church website shortly.

June 19" Celebration

This year June 19" is a Sunday and we are celebrating the occasion with a
banquet after church. Guest speaker will be Robert Cooper who will talk
on a subject he has researched “An Historical Sign of the Second Coming —
the events surrounding Captain Cook’s Discovery of Australia’s East
Coast”. The banquet will be catered and the cost will be $7.50 per adult and
$5.00 per student. Please RSVP to Lori Heldon 9579 5248 by 12" June.

Doctrinal Class on June 17" will include dessert and coffee.

June Birthdays

Happy Birthday to Connor Hinds (3), Angela Heldon (8"), Michelle
Heldon (8"), June Kirsten (9"), Isaak Horner (17") & Greg Hinds (23™)
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Sunday May 22™ was the occasion to officially farewell Rev Garry Walsh,
Laurel and the girls Deanna, Ashley and Heather. A pot luck luncheon
was served after church during which the family were presented with gifts
in appreciation of their time here.

Heather received a laughing kookaburra, Deanna and Ashley received glass
clocks with Australian animals silhouetted in the glass and Garry and Laurel
were presented with a large clock made in Australian timber as well as a
picture book of Sydney. Also presented to the girls, a few weeks early,
were their June 19" gifts made by the ladies of the Theta Alpha Guild.

Laurel and the girls are leaving for the USA on June 2™ but Garry will be
with us until mid July due to delays in processing his immigration. This
will, however, enable him to take part in our 100™ Anniversary celebrations.
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God. "And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,

followed Him on white horses. > Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword,

that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with

a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. "°And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

The White Horse
by Rev. Kurt Horigan Asplundh

When we think of the Lord’s First Coming, the image is clear. We
picture the Nativity scene: the stable in Bethlehem, with the shepherds
crowding near to see the infant Lord wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger.

But what is our picture of the Second Coming? The images vary.
Perhaps we think of the descent of the Holy City New Jerusalem, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. Perhaps we think of the woman clothed
with the sun who gave birth to a Man Child. Or, do we think of the twelve
disciples sent forth throughout the whole spiritual world to preach the
gospel that the Lord God Jesus Christ reigns, whose kingdom shall be
forever and ever? The book of Revelation gives us yet another vision of the
Lord’s Second Coming: The Lord riding upon a white horse.

This is a vision of stirring power, befitting the coming of the Lord. In
ancient times there was perhaps no more stirring sight than a king riding
upon a prancing stallion at the head of his army of horsemen. How much
more is John’s vision of the rider on the white horse a soul-stirring sight?
This rider is no earthly king but the KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS. His eyes are not only clear, they snap as with a flame of fire. His
clothing, dipped in blood from the violence of personal combat with the
enemy, is in striking contrast to the whiteness of His steed and the army that
follows Him upon white horses. He leads forth the heavenly hosts, and He
has a sharp sword to smite the enemies of His peace and a rod of iron to rule
the nations.
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This is not the first time the Lord is pictured as a king. Remember the
prophecy of the Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem? “Behold, your King
is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a
donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). Thus did the Lord
enter Jerusalem to be hailed as King of the Jews at His First Coming. In
contrast, the Lord in His Second Coming enters the citadel of our lives as a
king, just and having salvation, but not lowly, not riding upon the foal of a
donkey. He rides in splendour upon a swift and powerful white horse. He
rides on, in majesty, not to die, but to reign in a kingdom that is everlasting.

The Lord has come again as the rider on a white horse, and this pictures
His Second Coming. But the vision is not to be taken literally. It is a
spiritual image. “I saw heaven opened,” John wrote, “and behold a white
horse” (Revelation 19:11). When heaven is opened we see spiritual realities,
pictured representatively. The horse and his rider is a symbolic picture of
the spiritual reality of intelligence and understanding. It may seem a strange
and wonderful thing that intelligence and understanding are meant when a
horse and his rider are mentioned in the Word. But, nevertheless, it is so,
and many passages from the Word can be cited to confirm this truth.

The source of this representation of a horse and its rider as meaning
intelligence and understanding is from the spiritual world. “When the angels
are talking about what relates to the understanding, then in the world of
spirits, beneath the angels, or in the corresponding societies, there appear
horses, and these of a size, form, colour, attitude, and varied equipment in
accordance with the ideas which the angels have concerning the
understanding” (Arcana Coelestia 3217). We are told in the Heavenly
Doctrine for the New Church that Emanuel Swedenborg often experienced
the appearance of this representation. He would see people in the spiritual
world riding upon horses, but when he asked them whether they were riding
they said that they were not, but that they stood meditating upon some
subject, “which made clear that riding upon a horse is an appearance
representing the operation of their understanding” (Apocalypse Explained
364:2). Swedenborg also saw a place in the spiritual world called “the
assembly of the intelligent and wise,” where spirits gather to meditate on
profound subjects. When he approached this place he saw horses of various
colours and also chariots with men riding in them. But these men, too, said
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churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning
Star.” And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!” And let him who hears say,
‘Come!” And let him who thirsts come. And whosoever desires, let him take
the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:10,16,17). Amen.

Lessons: Isaiah 66:5,12-23; Revelation 6:1-8 and 19:11-16; Arcana
Coelestia 2762:1-4

News Notes

On Saturday 14th May Stuart Kennedy and Sandy were married at All
Saints Anglican Church Parramatta. Those fortunate to attend were
impressed at how the happiness of the couple permeated the occasion.
Sister Kathryn was one of the bridesmaids and brother Peter was best man.

Visiting from the

« USA were friends
of Stuart’s from his
time at the Bryn
Athyn College.

' Pictured with Sandy
and Stuart are
Dedan King from
Kempton and Jess
and Seth Odhner
from Bryn Athyn
who say they love
Australia and will

be back.

Dedan King was able to stay another week with Murray and Lori Heldon
and see the sights of Sydney as well as a visit to Canberra with Kristen and
Sam Johnson and met up with another acquaintance Robert Ridgway.

Naomi Heldon is thoroughly enjoying her latest world trip which started
with five days in Hawaii followed by a cruise from Vancouver to Alaska.
Next to Bryn Athyn before travelling to Central and South America.
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described before, whose reign was brief and disappointing, the new
understanding of the Word, which is given by the Lord Himself, cannot fail.
This white horse, distinct from the earlier one, is not to be replaced by a red,
a black, or a pale horse. When the Lord reveals the interior understanding of
the Word, its doctrines of charity and faith are secure. As we read in
Revelation: “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever” (Revelation
11:15). “Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion
endures throughout all generations” (Psalm 145:13). The New Church,
established by the Lord through an opening of the spiritual sense of the
Word, is to stand forever as the crown of all the churches.

The spiritual sense of the Word has been opened by the Lord Himself,
and the interior understanding of the Word is disclosed by this. This, the
Writings teach, “is the coming of the Lord” (Apocalypse Revealed 820). Yet
it remains for every person of the church to receive the Lord in His coming.
Our understanding of the Word is imperfect, partial, ever prone to error. As
much as we strive to be a rider on a white horse, still we fall into states of
red and black, and our understanding is dimmed by the intrusion of self-will
and self-intelligence. When these states of obscurity occur, which they will,
we can yet turn to the Lord in His Second Coming. As never before, the
truth is disclosed in the Word, making the Lord God Jesus Christ a visible
and ever-present God.

It 1s said that the rider on the white horse was followed by a heavenly
host upon white horses. These represent angels of the New Christian heaven
who are conjoined with the Lord in the interior understanding of the Word
and thus in pure and genuine truths (Apocalypse Revealed 826). If we are to
join this great host to follow the Lord, we too must be instructed in genuine
and pure truths by Him through the Word. Pure truth is not given from any
other source we are told, than from the Lord through the Word. The Lord
has opened the way for people to follow Him, for the Word is no longer a
closed book. Its truth may be known by all who seek to know it.

It should be the hope of every one to join this heavenly host. The Word
says, “‘Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at
hand....” ‘I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the
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that they were not actually riding the horses or the chariots, but that they
were in profound thought and meditation (Apocalypse Explained 364:3).
This information helps us to understand what is signified by the horses seen
by the prophets and also by the horses mentioned elsewhere in the Word;
namely, the things of the understanding.

Let us turn back now to the vision of the Lord as the rider on the white
horse. It is a spiritual image. “I saw heaven opened, and behold a white
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True.... [A]nd His
name is called The Word of God” (Revelation 19:11,13). This horse
represents the understanding of the Word. Being a “white” horse it
represents an understanding of the truth of the Word, or an “interior
understanding of the Word” (Apocalypse Revealed 820, 298). And what is
the “interior understanding of the Word” but an understanding of its
spiritual sense? This the Heavenly Doctrine also states: “‘the White Horse’
signifies the understanding of the Word as to its spiritual or internal sense”
(The White Horse 5). To see heaven opened, therefore, and to see the Lord
riding upon a white horse is to see the Word opened by the Lord so that its
spiritual sense may be understood. This is the Second Coming of the Lord!
(Apocalypse Revealed 820).

At His First Coming the Lord “fulfilled the Law and the Prophets.” He
came on earth in Person and did all those things prophesied about Him in
the Old Testament. In the flesh, He lived out and acted according to all
truths in the Word. Thus John wrote of Him: “The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). The Lord is the Word. He came on earth to
reveal this to people.

At His Second Coming the Lord opened the spiritual sense of the Word.
That is, He revealed an interior idea of Himself by giving people an interior
understanding of the Word. What is the Second Coming of the Lord? It is
seeing His Divine qualities in our understanding. And how is this done? By
opening to people an interior understanding of the Word through its spiritual
sense. This is represented to us visually by the image of the Lord riding
upon a white horse.

A white horse is mentioned twice in John’s visions recorded in the Book
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of Revelation. There is the white horse of our text, whose rider is the Lord
Himself. There is also another white horse, one of a series of four horses
and riders seen by John as the first seals of the Scroll Sealed with Seven
Seals were opened. The rider of this horse was a valiant warrior with a bow
and a crown who went forth conquering and to conquer, but it was not the
Lord. And this horse was followed in succession by horses that were red,
black, and a deathly pale colour. Let us compare what these horses and
their riders mean with the white horse upon which the Lord was the rider.
This examination may clarify our idea of the Lord’s Second Coming.

All of these horses signify an understanding of the Word, but with
variety according to the colours of the horses mentioned. The “white”
horses signify the understanding of the truth of the Word, or the interior
understanding of its letter. What is “white” signifies what is of truth. The
red, the black, and the pale horses, on the other hand, signify a perverted,
falsified, and destroyed understanding.

The succession of the first four horses seen by John is a picture of a
succession of states within the church. In the beginning of the church there
was an understanding of the truth of the Word—the white horse. This
understanding enabled the people of the church to go forth to conquer the
evils of life. So it was that the rider on this horse carried a bow and wore a
crown of victory, for he went forth “conquering and to conquer.”

In the second state of the church the understanding of truth that had led
the first rider to victory was lost, destroyed by lusts of evil. This state is
represented by the dusky red horse whose rider took peace from the earth.
So it is that love of evil destroys the blessing of spiritual peace.

A third state of the church followed which is pictured by the appearance
of a black horse and his rider. In this state truth is turned to the blackness of
falsity. The understanding of the Word is falsified, giving people a
completely false sense of values. The rider of this horse carried a pair of
balances, often a sign of wisdom and justice, but here a mockery of true
wisdom and justice. In this state of the church spiritual truths and principles
are thought to be of little value, for they are not sought for application to
life. So it was that a voice cried out: “A measure of wheat for a penny, and
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three measures of barley for a penny” (Revelation 6:6). The smallest coin
was all that was offered for the wheat and barley which are ingredients for
the bread of life.

When the church has reached a state of lack of good and lack of truth
from the Word it is pictured by the fourth and final horse of the series, the
pale horse whose rider’s name was “Death.” This represents the complete
profanation of any understanding of the Word. The pale horse is in stark
contrast to the first or white horse for it signifies its opposite spiritual
reality. As a lifeless corpse is pale, so the church without an understanding
of the Word is pictured by a pale horse. The rider’s name was “Death.” A
church, or an individual, dies spiritually when all understanding of the Word
is lost.

This succession of horsemen, depicting the successive decline of the
church that departs from the Lord was a prophecy that has been fulfilled
with the Christian Churches. These have actually passed through states of
decline and have lost all true understanding of the Word.

The prophecy is also a personal warning. The successive states may be
applied in an individual sense. Our own understanding of the Word may
have passed from purity into obscurity, obliterated by a vain trust in the
powers of our own understanding. Our understanding of the Word,
consequently of religion and of life, may come from the Lord, or it may
come from ourselves and the light of our own intelligence. Such self-
intelligence is also signified in the Word by horses. Remember the fate of
the horses and chariots of Egypt as they pursued the Children of Israel
across the Red Sea. These horses and chariots of Egypt represent the false
reasonings and understandings of the natural person. It was such reasonings
and understandings that the Lord meant when he warned that “a horse is a
vain hope for safety...” (Psalm 33:17), and nor shall he who rides a horse
deliver himself” (Amos 2:15). “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses,”
wrote David in his Psalm, “but we will remember the name of the Lord our
God” (Psalm 20:7).

In contrast, the understanding of the Word revealed by the Lord, as the
rider on the white horse, stands forever true. Unlike the four horsemen
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